APPOINTMENTS

should she mention names for particular appointments and the Prime
Minister did not approve of them.

The Dean's influence is obvious in many of the appointments of the
period. The method is illustrated by the appointment of the Bishop of
London in 1885. On the creation of the vacancy. General Ponsonby
wrote to the Dean saying that he had already mentioned to the Queen
the Bishop of Exeter. Shortly afterwards Ponsonby wrote again to the
Dean to warn him that the Queen had expressed a wish to have the
Bishop of Ripon translated. Accordingly, the Dean wrote to Ponsonby
(for submission to the Queen) a letter in which he mentioned politely
the claims of the Bishop of Ripon, but discussed in greater detail the
claims of the Bishops of Durham, Exeter and Carlisle. Mr Gladstone
had already written to the Archbishop of Canterbury to ask about the
Bishop of Exeter. Letters then passed between the Archbishop and the
Dean, the latter favouring the Bishop of Exeter. Presumably the Arch-
bishop replied accordingly to Mr Gladstone. In the meantime the Dean
wrote to Ponsonby suggesting that the Bishop of Exeter was the best
candidate. Mr Gladstone then advised that the Bishop of Exeter be
translated. The Queen asked the Dean for his opinion; that opinion was,
naturally, favourable; and the Queen then approved Mr Gladstone's
choice.1

Other examples of the Dean's influence may be quoted. On his
advice, the Queen refused to appoint Liddon as Bishop of Oxford, the
Queen pleading Liddon's ill-health as an excuse for not appointing a
Puseyite.2 In 1889 he recommended himself (probably at the Queen's
suggestion) as Bishop of Durham,3 but, though he was supported by
the Archbishop and others, Lord Salisbury refused.4 In the following
year the Queen suggested his appointment as Bishop of Winchester,
and was annoyed when Lord Salisbury hinted that her recommendation
was due to personal friendship.5 The Queen Secured support from the
Archbishop, but Lord Salisbury refused, and suggested that he should
be given Rochester or Worcester.6 The Queen advised the Dean to

1  Ibid. I, pp. 166-70, 173-6.

2  Letters of Queen Victoria, 3rd series, I, pp. 426-9; see also 3rd series, I, p. 536.

3  Ibid. 3rd series, I, p. 539.

4  Ibid. 3rd series, i, pp. 540-5, 553~6> 558-63.

5  Ibid. 3rd series, I, pp. 631-4.                       6 Ibid. 3rd series, I, pp. 634-6, 639.
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